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D.  OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY COMMITTEE 
 
1.  Overview 
 
1.1 The Overview and Scrutiny Committee exists to achieve greater public 

accountability over decisions made and services delivered to the whole of the 
Liverpool City Region in respect of those functions under the remit of the 
Elected Metro Mayor and Combined Authority. The Committee publishes a plan 
each year, indicating how it will exercise its powers, and it will have the power 
to suspend decisions of the Combined Authority whilst it reviews them. 

 
2.  Membership 
 
2.1 Appointment.  
 

(a) At the Annual Meeting of the Combined Authority the Combined Authority 
shall appoint such a number of Members of each of the Constituent 
Councils to an Overview and Scrutiny Committee, so that the Members of 
the committee taken as a whole reflect so far as reasonably practicable 
the balance of political parties for the time being prevailing among 
Members of the Constituent Councils when taken together. 
 

(b) An Overview and Scrutiny Committee or Sub-Committee may not include 
a Member of the Combined Authority or Sub-Committee (including the 
Metro Mayor) or a voting Member of a Committee whose terms of 
reference include responsibility for the exercise of functions of the 
Combined Authority (other than functions relating to overview and scrutiny 
or audit and governance. 

 
(c) Non-voting Members may be Co-opted from other organisations in such 

manner and at such times as the Overview and Scrutiny Committee may 
decide. 

 
(d) Voting Members (i.e. not necessarily Members drawn from the 

Constituent Councils_ may be Co-opted by resolution of the Combined 
Authority, subject to maintaining that the majority of Members of the 
Committee or any Sub-Committee must be Members of Constituent 
Councils. 

 
2.2 Chair. The Chair and Vice-Chair(s) of the Committee shall be appointed 

annually from amongst the voting Members of that Committee at its first 
meeting following the Annual Meeting of the Combined Authority and before 
proceeding to other business, subject to the following:- 

 
(a) where the Metro Mayor is a Member of a registered political party, a 

person may not be appointed as Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee if that person is a member of the same registered political 
party; or 

 



(b) where the Metro Mayor is not a Member of a registered political party, a 
person may not be appointed as Chair of the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee if that person is:- 

 
(i) a Member of the registered political party which has the most 

representatives among the Members of the Constituent Councils on 
the Combined Authority, or  

(ii) where two or more parties have the same number of 
representatives, a Member of any of those parties. 

 
2.3 Quorum. No business of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee shall be 

transacted, unless at least two-thirds of the voting Members are present, of 
whom at least 6 must be Constituent Council Members and from at least 4 of 
the Constituent Councils. 

 
3.  Meetings and Procedure 
 
3.1 Any matters that are to be decided by the Overview and Scrutiny Committee or, 

as the case may be, a Sub-Committee of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee 
are to be decided:- 

 
(a) by a simple majority of the Members present; 

 
(b) whereby each Member, acting in that Member’s place, is to have one vote 

and no Member or is to have a casting vote; and 
 
(c) whereby if a vote is tied on any matter it shall be deemed not to have 

been carried. 
 
3.2 The Committee will conduct business in accordance with the overview and 

scrutiny arrangements, meeting Standing Orders, access to information rules 
and other Standing Orders, codes and protocols set out in Part 4 of this 
Constitution. 

 
3.3 Public Questions and Scrutiny Referral 
 
(a)     Public Question Time for this Committee will differ to that of the Combined 

Authority and the Transport Committee. One of the main roles of this 
Committee is to hold the Combined Authority to account. As such a traditional 
public question format may prove frustrating for members of the public and 
the Committee, as the questions submitted maybe more appropriate for the 
Combined Authority to respond too.  

 
(b)     Questions can only be submitted which relate to a Task and Finish Group or a 

specific piece of scrutiny activity. The agenda for each meeting would be 
marked accordingly, to facilitate the scrutiny question time. It will also need to 
comply with the current criteria for the public question time for the Combined 
Authority and the Transport Committee.  

 



(c) This process provides a broader engagement opportunity for residents with 
the aim of the referral process being to provide residents and Elected 
Members with an opportunity to submit a topic for review by the Committee. 
The scrutiny referral process will be available throughout the course of the 
municipal year.  

 
(d) When a scrutiny referral form is submitted it will be assessed by the Statutory 

Scrutiny Officer to determine whether the request is appropriate. If the request 
is deemed appropriate it will be presented to the next available Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee meeting for Members’ consideration. Should the request 
not be appropriate, then the individual who submitted the referral and the 
Chair and Vice-Chair of the Committee will be provided with an explanation.  

  



 

 
Appendix A 

Overview and Scrutiny Committee - Referral Form  

 
This form is to be used to refer a matter to the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. Please 
provide a concise summary of the matter which you feel requires further scrutiny.   
 
Please submit the completed form to democraticservices@liverpoolcityregion-ca.gov.uk. In 
the first instance your referral will be considered by the Statutory Scrutiny Officer to ensure it 
complies with the remit of the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. If the referral reflects the 
remit of the Committee, it will be referred for their consideration. 
 
Please ensure you fully complete the contact details in section 2 so feedback can be 
provided.  Thank you. 
 

Name  

Address  

Telephone Number  

Email   

 

Please indicate if you live, work or are being 
educated in the City Region. 

 

 

Please set out your suggested topic in the box below.   
Topics should relate to a service, event or issue which the Combined Authority has 
responsibility for. Information on the background and reason for suggesting the review 
should also be included here. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

  

For office use only 

Date referral received: Click or tap to enter a date. 
Date reviewed by OSC: Click or tap to enter a date. 
Placed on Work Programme? Yes/No 



4. Delegation 
 
4.1 The Overview and Scrutiny Committee may establish such Sub-Committees, 

Panels and Ad-Hoc Task and Finish Groups as it considers expedient to assist 
it and will do so where possible at the first meeting of the Overview and 
Scrutiny Committee in furtherance of the Committee’s work-plan for the 
forthcoming year. 

 
5. Functions 
 
5.1 The Committee exists in order to achieve greater public accountability over 

decisions made and services delivered to the whole Liverpool City Region 
under the remit of the Combined Authority and the Metro Mayor, in respect of 
which the Committee has powers: 

 
(a)  to review or scrutinise decisions made, or other action taken, in 

connection with the discharge of any functions which are the responsibility 
of the Combined Authority or of the Metro Mayor when exercising 
responsibility for any general functions of the Combined Authority; 

 
(b)  to make reports or recommendations to the Combined Authority and/or to 

the Metro Mayor with respect to the discharge of any functions that are 
the responsibility of the Combined Authority or of the Metro Mayor when 
exercising responsibility for any general functions of the Combined 
Authority; and 

 
(c)  to make reports or recommendations to the Combined Authority and/or to 

the Metro Mayor on matters that affects the Combined Authority's area or 
the inhabitants of the area. 

 
 


